





EDUCATED
DESIGN

Influenced by technical expertise in the fields of
art and architecture, interior designer Eric Cohler’s creations
exhibit originality and precision

by Jov Y. WanG

1's not uncommaon for interics dewigner Erie Coller 1o (ome
acroas sunprising dincorerrins hehind the walls of some of New
Yorks most chic redidences. Oncr, while workasg with a cBene,
Cohler discovered three byers of wallpaper Bidder Balasd
iheetrock walls. Dating from the 1930, 169 and 1869, the
different mypes of paper iold sories of proviom nosidents

jpersonal wimes and the interior trends of esch era Thrilled by the
disgorwery, and respeceful of s hisiorc value for foture generations,
Cabsber befl i wsoniinsi off the willpaper inteo.

The deiigner baiks in the plemsant surprises that go hand-in-hand
with hin profoissens asd compises fevelitions like this one to pemtimenio.
reusedd carvaies that have paistings underneath paintings. In refevencing
pentimaento, Cohler peveal that e 1o i alis &0 61 companon for

his own pencnality, Mot juit a dedgner with a kees
eye for color and bexture, Cohlér poidtiecs cxpedtne
on a wealth of subjects relaling e deagn, Goe adt,
wrchisectare and litorature, and b5 speak withs hims it
length s %0 reveal each layer of bt knowlodge onc
phece @i a fime.

Cahller's pursuit of a career in design imcluded 2 bis of
scademic acrobatics. Me esmed an undergraduate

Lt & prwrivmianm i dndroven depiprd by Frw Coliler, with
ait foprs Spaseran Callery and corpet by Brauvais

Hasvard Graduate Scheol of Design.

Sull, i diffeull e plapos the execl maanent when Cohler
Exrgam hik long history in the ficld of desigm. v was probably when
1 started plaving with blacks ot he age of nem” he saps, laughing.
Them again, his deilizy might have been docided when, a3 a
[-praz-old, Cohler was i inspired by inlesior designa on | Lowe
Lasryr thaal e nearranged his parests” fusnifure.

“A a child, | carried gragh paper with me eviedyimlicee [ wedil wivd
was constamily drawing houses and apastment plass that | creaned
in my imagination,” he says. “To this day, [ am able o recreate e
achaal floor plam of any structare Pee bem in”

Esch pgeneration of Cohle's family Bas s own  ussjue
cxperiences with desgn, and his childhood provided fertile grousd
o Burgeoning antistk inclinations. His great-grandmather aitondod
the Chicags Wirkds Fair i 1933, where she commissionnd srchitect
George Kech, creator of the fair's “house of tomormow,” o balld
ber decamn home. Kok propossd bulbding her the structure from
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LeEE; A pweeir Sl o Flils Baack

Tl diwissly o b Evm Cosleliey for Chvrr,
e gyl b missle] o by Aoy Ceardiee,
1y carrd o by Praears, asd thr chair b by
Awry Perlie Antigun

the eapas, Bl she doghegg]—nintng
thit she wanted the “house of the day
aler wmosrow” The cnumng home,
i Laks Forgk, [llinois wae baai in
the rolafionary Baghasm sivie. The
mavative meodern glaas siructune was
Aty for Cohler’s greas gramdparents,
a his greas-grandfather sasised voung
artists anil architeots wheo ted Germany
during World War (1, thus promoning the
Fauhaus movemens in Anssn.

With a family hissory that i s decply
rocied in the drts, s mo wonder ghat
I]thrl Pl cveEY  dapacd ol
Cohlers hie. "1 cann ihisk of Eng
ividved an dnyihing ele,” s Now Fork
[Pesign Cenger Pressden and CEO lim Dyuckman. “He woeks 25-hour day, and ha life i
all about design and making e better through dewgn”™

While Cohler cnes famed deisgniers Fally Baldwis, Duvid Hicks, Ehae de Wollie and
Framces Elking a8 Umigodrint Iniluetoes, he ala cralite his patrrnal grasdmaother and
godmother for shagang hi scibtic sendibilitics, “Their sivles were reductionisd bui
Lrpered,” he says. "Mixing workd-cled &1 wilh a4 wsaplicity and sparencss of s is a8
Rimietis foalay i 0wk 30 years agn,”

The willingness o paif useapoctind clomenis is apparent in Cohler's owm work. “Fe's not
alrdnd 10 wie a lot of dilferent atpden and maserials within 2 irsditionad framework” savs
Tom Cafdan, the dales masmaper ol Bessras Canpeis. "For instance, he'll bring in an
usruinaal carpet o feeshion up his work,”

Recently, Cohler renovated and redecoraied his moiber’s Park Avesoe apariment, which
ahiuy Bosmie. har ampresive gollection of American folk ar. Having geowm up suffousded
by Bgh-quality art and design-minded family members, Cobler ba curatoral eraining
arwl wervrs @ an an advisor o many of his deenis=—a servace end capertise fow daiignens
olfer, Hix knossdedige of conbemporary ari proviede depih po his desigag and serves i peil
amcthaer layer of his complex personaliy. He is o fan of Lorems Lisds phastographa of
children, as well as the work of Marilyn Mineer, a phtogriphes reeently fzatured in the
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slsn Brvor ahikradl
ke arkl -.H_"ﬂ:q,q foat de Kivera, whosy weak 1w
e price-Inemdly and soomaible, On the ot
with the

harak that.

1 oaftnks such 45 How Lschiensioen
lurking in the choscts ol Mew ¥ork galleries

Cohber's wank is ahiar shecidadly isfluenced by his
scluee, " Hedinnie B wiis |l
nake somsihing
T, il BliWE PGl
ai the same fima, v Druckman. "He e & b

backgremng in ar
s am archiiectural b

Bexrean, he Car

warm, comnforiing and im

o o ol IBe archnecuiiral

ol iechmkgees thai ©

dicaplimne.” For examphe, Dinschenan poants oul 1hat

Codder brang painiings against fhe kage windows ol
hiv aen apartment. @ technique that exhibit: a
rruanced umderstand ing of spage

"1 use archiieciure compleicly as the e
td bulbwark of my desigen,” wy (
g | iy i srchivaciurally bawed amid
lerananding of design b Furihor comtenfualioad by his lieary efloences. His tuo
favorite hooks are Ayn Ramfs The Fenmrambeed aned F Soolt Filegerald's T Side of P
both of which he wys huve influssced bow he perocives desagn. | i, ohiler 5
ihe acsthatic cosviciaam of the maln dharacter in The Fountais s, anchnecs |
Howard Enark, whe win s dedicated 1o the purivy of his dhevigna Thad he would fahed demsadish
hie mam building than ket his ofcation be misdifled. While Cahler i Far lews radical in his adpse,
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andloerTy hlet

el wiilh art hislofy.
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and flexible enough Ba cater to dillerest nasns, ke in similarty focend gnd procna,
Tally
very begimning savs |
done tha, if%s i & q
e cosmbination of Cohler’s varioum

“Hix work is

el and bhe can acrually visualiee exacily what he wants Irem the
is Tossna, the prewdent amd owner of abriole [nigns, "Unde hea
m o Sollowing his wision throughe and he's usually spat on

creuts feinlrs i desdgns thag are similarly layered and

complex. “His architectan are] mnterior dicuigns are very cducaled amd creative, s Sphen

Elpnd, the creaiive diresior of Lee Jola a o

sigyy wilh which Cohller has crested a fabmic

el lece

THeld
bew i dlaitiideg in Ui ficld of -||"\-l,£
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orpaoraies the besl of the past wilh & modems cye.
moovidenced by the m
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